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ANNUAL TREASURY REPORT. 

We have received the annual treasury report, con- 
tained in twenty-two pages, folio—which shall ap- 
pear entire next week. : 

The report is interesting, and shews a very pros- 
perous state of our finances. The secretary proposes 
to appropriate eleven, instead of eight millions, for 
the reduction of the principal and the payment of 
the interest of the national debt. 








The late James A. Bayard. 


The following has been handed to us as a sketch of a 
tribute of resvect and friendship offered by Cesar 
A. Rodney, esq. to the memory of the late James 
A. Bayarp, esq. on the occasion stated: laudari 
faudato viro. We insert it with a confidence that 
it will prove agreeable to our various readers. 

Few men have had a closer intimacy or more ardent 
friendship, than that which existed between the 
‘honored dead” and Mr. Rodney. Adverse in 
politics, and at the head, as it were, of the oppo- 
site parties in Delaware, and often rival candi- 
dates for popular favor, at times when the prin- 
ciples they severally espoused were very warmly, 
if not violently, contested—nothing separated 
the one from the heart and affections of the other, 
to the great jealousy and chagrin of some of their 
political supporters; who could not conceive 
how it was that men, so opposed in matters of 
opinion, should be so closely allied as gentle- 
men and friends. In social enjoyment or amuse- 
ment, and in all relaxations from business, they 
were constant companions. These facts are hono- 


rable to both; and we feel it right to state what 


we personally knew of them. 

In the important case of Candy and Tatem against 
1. and T. Gilpin, relative to some disputed claims 
on the Brandywine, lately argued at great length, 
before Nicholas Ridgely, esquire, chancellor of 
the state of Delaware, Mr. Rodney, who spoke in 
conclusion for the complainants, paid the following 
tribute of respect and friendship to the memory of 
Mr. Bayard. 

‘In this arduous contest, which may (not inaptly) 
be called the second battle of the Brandywine, the 
learned counsel opposed to us, seem to have ar- 


rayed, with great skill and judgment, their com- 


bined forces. 

Those disciplined veterans of the bar have prac- 
tised, on this occasion, all the manceuvres and evo- 
lutions of a well-fought action. 

Experienced in legal tacties, they have concen- 
trated their evidence on the weak points in the 
line of their defence, and supported them by a host 
of authorities displayed with uncommon address. 

It is wonderful that with the incessant fire they 
have kept up from the artillery of the law, they 
have not been able to make a single breach in our 


‘Case. 


But whilst we have maintained every position we 
assumed, they lave been compelled to retire, in 
succession, from all they occupied; because they 


really possessed no tenable ground. 
Though I applaud the zeal, and admire the 


ingenuity, exhibited jn conducting the defence, it 
Vou. XE 


must be perfectly obvious to your honor, that the 
case required their utmost exertions to sustain it; 
and, great as their efforts have been, their united 
strength cannot support the tottering fabric. _ 

Nay, Ido not believe, if that profound lawyer and 
eloquent advocate, Mr. Bayard, (who was snatched 
from us by an untimely death, and who fell a victim 
to that fatal malady which seized him when in the 
service of his country,) could rise from his grave 
and return to this court, that even his transcendent 
talents would be equal to the Herculean labor. 

For, I trust, I may be permitted to say of him, at 
this time, without offence, and without the ijeast 
disparagement to the professional abilities of any 
member of this bar, a bar perhaps inferior to none 
in the country, that as a lawyer, he was without an 
equal, though certainly not without rivals. 

I see around me learned friends, who ionorably 
aspired, and successfully attained, that elevaied and 
enviable post, which, I will frankly own, I uniformly 
declined. 

I well remember the sentiment, though I cannot 
repeat the sentence, of the Latin lyric bard, that I 
always thought very appropriate to my situation: 

“Pindarum quisquis, studet emulari.” 

And pradence so often whispercd Uiis memora- 
ble lesson in my ear, that [ at lengt!: considered all 
my wishes would be gratified, and the summit of 
my ambition gained, if I could only be piaced in the 
next class of argument, and of eloqnence. 

“Proximus longe tamen intervallo.” 

For we must all recoliect the pertec: facility, the 
intuitive celerity, with which his acute and com- 
prehensive mind embraced the most important and 
difficult subjects, or grasped the niost abstruse and 
intricate cases; whilst his imagination constantly 
presented the happiest images to illustrate his po- 
sition, or to adorn his argument. In the heat and 
hurry of forensic discussion, or amid the noise and 
tumult of congressional debate, they appevre. to 
spring up spontaneously in his mind; and always, as 
on the last celebrated occasion, (allude to his 
speech against the late war with England) like ibe 
soldiers of Cadmus, in complete armor and array to 
support his cause.* 

His memory presses on my recollection, some of 
the earliest moments of my professional life, the 
dawn. of which was inauspicious, and overcast hy 
clouds of despondency. 

In my first attempt at the bar, you may remember 
that I unfortunately failed. The late chief justice 
Read, (“clarum et venerabile nomen” _) who, although 
he could not treat me with unkindness, or. impo- 
liteness, for it would have been contrary to his na- 
ture, habits and character; yet checked me as you 
would the conversation of a youth who talked out 
of season, when I was reading an authay he did not 
consider as authority. I lost my recollection, and 
retired from the court with feelings 1 can neither 
forget nor describe. : 

Mortified almost to death, in an unhappy hour, I 
formed the resolution of abandoning the profession, 


—_—— 


*“These are not the days of Cadmus,” said Mr. 
Bayard, in the speech alluded to, when speaking of 
raising troops to meet the wants of the war, he was 








then opposed to deelaring:. 
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Tt was at this critical period, when bereft even, in Ireland, the evil exceeds even the worst exam- 


of the “Spes Jentus pavidus que futuri,” that iny | ples known in Great Britain. 


estimable friend encouraged, persuaded and pressed 


The tenants are 
there throwing up their farms in bodies; selling 


me to persevere, with the promise of his aid and|their little stock, and quitting the country. Large 


the pledge of his influence. 


1 reluctantly yielded|tracts of country are literally laid waste, as if the 


to his intreaties. The promise was faithfully per-|ravages of pestilence, or famine, or war, had swept 
formed. The pledge sacredly redeemed. With the|away every thing before them; and proprietors, who 
result, possessed of moderate wishes, Ihave reason) used to receive thousands a-year of rent, have not 
to be satisfied. And now, when I cannot be accused! now nearly so many hundreds, and in some cases, 
of flattery to the dead, and when malice itself can} scarcely any thing at all.” 


impute no improper motives, with a grateful heart, 


Of the misery that must be felt in such a condi- 


} declare in public, as I have uniformly done in sein bag of affairs, it is needless to speak—of the num- 


vate, that for my success in the profession I am 
indebted to my departed friend. 

With him, you know, sir, it was my pleasure and 
my pride to live for more than twenty years in 
habits of the strictest intimacy, and on terms of 
the sincerest friendship, through all the vicissitudes 
of private life, and all the chamges, revolutions and! 
violence of party, though on the troubled ocean of; 
politics, we have frequently formed in line of bat-} 
tie abreast. 

But his mansion is the family vault! He reposes 
if ihe silence of the tomb! Cut off in the prime of 
life, and in the moment of public usefulness! A sad 
example to shew what fleeting phantoms we are, 
aid what fleeting phantoms we pursue. 








British Distresses. 
CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 210. 
The excellent view taken of the subject m the 
last (LU.) number of the Edinburg Review, combin- | 





bers who have not wherewithal to emigrate, or in 
any Way escape the distress—of the daily deaths 
by actual hunger—of the robberies, thefts, execu- 
tions and transportations—and the daily increasing 
numbers of prisoners—it is horrible to contemplate 
—But it must be a valuable lesson to the world for- 
ever, to examine the history and causes of these 
misfortunes. ‘Fhe immediate causes, are the enor- 
mous and general losses sustained amongst the 
commercial and manufacturing classes, through the 
stagnation of trade, and by sacrificing sales: the 
depression of agriculture and the intolerable bur- 
den of taxation. This much is selftevident and 
acknowledged by all, but the remote causes of those 
evils are what demand investigation and occasion 
dispute. 

We cannot believe, with those who would exte- 
nuate the folly of the British ministry, that the 
evil is the mere consequence of the return of peace, 
or that it ts likely to be very transitory, as they 
pretend to believe, and wish to make that countr 


ing, With the editorial remarks, the observations of|/hope. We consider it as the natural inevitable 
Messrs Western and Brougham, in parliament, com-| consequence of commerce, manufactures and agri- 
mnands our acquiescence as to all its material points. | culture settling down to their proper condition, af- 
We shall therefore, present here a condensation of! ter having been carried to an astonishing state of 
those uble statements, accomodated to our own li-| productiveness that could not possibly be perma- 
mits. To give an idea of the extent of the distress, nent; while the public burden, proportioned to that 
Mr. Western takes the county of Norfolk, which) productiveness, still continues. Other nations will 
he considers as holding an average condition with!now have their share of trade and manufactures, 


the rest of the country. “in that county,” he ob-| 
serves, “540 bailabie writs were issued in 1814, and, 
670 in 1815; and the number of executions, during. 
the sume period, rose from 96 to 174. In Suffolk! 
the number of bailable writs and executions increas- 
ed during the same period from 430 to 850. In 
Worcestershire, they rose from 640 to 890; and of 
the 216 parishes in that county, 186 were in arrear 
for property and assessed taxes during the year 
1815.” In other coanties two-thirds of the paris!i- 
es were in arrear. In the isle of Ely, the number 
of arrests, Within its bounds, in 1812 and 1813 were 
50; in 1814 and 1815, there were 205. Inthe same 
period, executions had increased from 7 to 60; and 
the sums, for which the process was issued, from) 
£765 to 18,522, besides distre'q*s for reat taxes,| 
to the amount of £11,000. To this must be ad- 
ded the fact, that in the isle and the adjoining pa- 
vishes, there are now nineteen farms untenanted.” 
Jut as those accounts are merely taken from the 





Sheriffs’ list, thev give only an imperfect view of, 


the numerous losses and distresses, of which those 
officers have but a partial cognizance. One of the 
most striking facts 1s stated in a petition referred 
to, by Mr. Brougham, and which has alreacy been 

ubiished through the papers in this country, name- 
f. that in one parish, every individual, with a sin- 
gic exception, was wholly ruined:—that this gen. 

eman had to pay the whole poor rates of the pa- 
xish, and that his income was accordingly entirely 
abolished. Mr. Brougham remarks that “in some 
parts of the west of England, psrticulariy Devon- 
tkire, whole drstricts are reduced to misery; and 


while Great Britain can only have her share and a 
revenue proportioned to that share. ‘The late arti- 
ficial and accidental condition of affairs is at an end 
—it isof no consequence, whether by a general 
peace or how—and even we, of the republic, must 
suffer for having had too much of our good things 
in the days of European depression. Commerce 
will find its level, but it will first level the monopoa- 
lizers. The Edinburg Reviewers enter into a curi- 
ous and important examination of the case, which 
involved agriculture in the common calamity, and 
imposed besides upon it, many burdens beyond its 
just share in the general appertainment. 

“The scarcity of 1796,” says the Review, ‘‘and’ 
the still greater scarciiy of 1800, gave a stimulus 
to farming which it is impossible to overlook, and 
would be difficult to exaggerate. The high price of 
wheat after the former bad harvest, and of all kinds 
of grain after the latter, occasioned a vast portion of 
land to be thrown into cultivation, which had before 
been untilled, either in grass or waste. And when the 
subsequent progress of enclosures still farther in- 
creused the cultivated portion of the country, it 
only slowly replaced the proportion of grass lands 
ploughed up between 1791 and 1802.” ‘About 
the same time with the scarcities of 1796 and 1800, 
the vast expenditure of the government produced 
a similar effect in augmenting the prices of corn, 
and encouraging cultivation.” “The gradual] in- 
crease of capital, and consequently of expenditure 
in the natural way, operates equally on all branches 
of industry; and, if it raises the amount of pro- 
‘dugtion in a given time, it likewise creates a per- 
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manent extension of the demand for produce.—— 
When so many millions are at once raised by taxes, 
and spent in consumption, a great stimulus is rapidly 
applied, and a great increase of production follows; 
while the termination of the war leaves a large 
part of the supply without any demand. Besides, the 
expenditure of government is always wasteful, and 
tends to raise the market ina much greater degree 
than the same sums spent by private individuals.”’ 

“The progress of agriculture, which was urged 

forward by these circumstances, was still further 
precipitated by the state of the circulation subse- 
quent to 1797. The stoppage of the bank of Eng- 
land was followed by the extension of paper credit 
all over the country. New banks were every where 
established, and the old ones increased their dis- 
counts, thus affording to farmers and speculators 
in land, a facility of carrying on their schemes 
wholly unknown in former times.” This, was the 
unfair, jeopardising, and finally, ruinous progress 
of things, which the ministerial party in England 
and the British party here, called the increase of 
the national resources keeping pace with the pub- 
lic debt and the progress of taxation and expendi- 
ture. So far from being the simple rise of na- 
tional prosperity, by its sinking in consequence of 
the natural event of areturn of peace, we see that it 
was only a complicated system of national and in- 
dividual speculation on credit : a bubble that must 
of necessity burst. 
_ England was immensely rich, and they told us 
that her wealth was not wasted, but merely expend- 
ed, to be circulated round among her own people; 
and now England is frightfully poor, and the de- 
parture of her wealth can only be accounted for by 
telling that her neighbors will not let her live upon 
them any longer, and the paper which constituted 
her money is withdrawn from circulation; and final- 
hy, lands will not bring a reasonable price, because 
markets are ruined. What sophistry! ‘he extent 
of commerce was factitious, and the price of pro- 
duce, and consequently of land, was factitious—and 
the value of paper money was so on the face of it; 
and on these rested a factiltious monopoly of ma- 
nufactures—and these constituted the wealth of 
Great Britain, the increasing and imposing size of 
which depended, not on the real riches of the coun- 
trv so much 4s on the excessive size to which the 
bubble of their credit could be blown, and the ex- 
tent to which the monopoly of their trade could be 
carried. 

Much real improvement in the country and in 
arts, and some advancement in knowledge, was 
oaused by uncommon activity of all classes during 
the last twenty years; and these will, when allowed 
a fair chance, be an increasing fountain of riches to 
the nation. ‘These things are evident to all, and a 
fair ground of hope as to the prosperity of future 
times, but are little or no alleviation to the misery 
af the present. What are the consequences of many 
of those changes, called improvements? What ad- 
vantage is it that more land has been cultivated 
than the situation of the country requires, and 
much of it at excessive expence? Heaths and 
marshes have been turned into grain fields, “throw- 
ing good money aiter bad,” “sinking money in the 
earth;” and now most of those wastes, that have 
cost so much, may grow wild again. Let Us now see 
the account of the causes that have produced the 
“declension of agriculture,” and the “eflects of the 
over cultivation” that now begin to be felt. “The 
enclosures and improvements of the preceding years 


had came into play,” says the Edinburg Review— 


“the land wits yielding its filll crops+-when there 





happened some of the best harvests that had ever 
been known. Of this description were the years 
1812, 1813 and 1814: As the operation of political 
circumstances, tending to quicken agriculture, had, 
in 1795, 1799 and 1800, been accidentally aided by 
the scarcity of those years, sd, the effects of the pe- 
litical circumstances now beginning to depress agri- 
culture, were assisted by the accident of the extra- 
ordinary abundance in 1812, 1813 and 1814. The 
discomfiture of the French arms at this period and 
the certainty of peace in a few months, operated 
most remarkably upon prices. “In 1813, wheat flour 
fell about one half between January and November; 
partly, no doubt, owing to the excellent harvest, but, 
ina great measure, to the events on the continent.” 
“Peace then came, and the government expendi- 
ture was suddenly diminished by about fifiy mil- 
lions a year. If any example were wanting to illus- 
trate the effects of this change, we might appeal to 
the state of Ireland, the great market for victual- 
ling the navy. No part of the empire suffered sd 
much, and the cattle which used then to furnish the 
ships’ provisions, have, since the peace, been poured 
over into this country, so as to affect, for the first 
time, the rents of districts whelly depending upon 
grazing, and which hitherto kept up at their usual 
rate.” In order to complete tiie embarrassments 
that now began to arise from this state of affairs, 
the peace produced a scene of commercial spectita- 
lions, not dangerous merely, but wildiy absurd be- 
yond all former eximple: From Mr. Brougiam’s 
speech we give the following sketch of them :— 

“After ihe cramped state in which the enemy’s 
measures and our own retaliation (as we termed it), 
had kept our trade for some years, when the events 
of spring, 18f4, suddenly opened the continent, a 
rage for exporting goods of every kind burst forth, 
only to be equalled (though not in extent) by some 
of the mercantile delusions connected with South 
American speculations. Every thing that could be 
shipped was sent off; ail the capital that could be 


laid hold of was embarked. ‘The frenzy, I can call 
it nothing else afier the experience of 1906 and 


1810, descending to persons in the remotest cir 
cumstances, and the furthest removed, by their pur- 
suits, from commercial carcs. It may give the com. 
mittee some idea of this disease, if I state what I 
know to have happened in one or two places. Not 
only clerks and laborers, but menial servants en- 
gaged the littie sums which they had been laying 
up for a provision aguinst old age and sickness; per- 
sons went round tempting them to adventure in the 
trade to Holland, Germany and the Baltic: they 
risked their mite in the hopes of boundless profit: it 
went with the millions of the more regular traders: 
the bubble soon burst, like its predecessor of the 
South sea, the Mississippi and Buenos Ayres; 
English goods were selling for much less int Hol- 
land and the north of Europe, than in London and 
Manchester; in most places they were lying a dead 
weight, without any sule at ally and either no re- 
turns whatever were received, or pounds came 
back for thousands that had gone forth. The great 
speculators broke: the middling ones lingered out 
a precarious existence, deprived of all means of 
continuing their dealings either at home or abroad; 
the poorer dupes of the delusion had lost their little 
ioards, and weht upon the parish the next mishap 
that befel thems; but the result of the whoie has 
been much commeretal distress—a caution now ab- 
solutely necessary in irying new adventures—a pro¢- 
digious diminution i the demand for manufactures, - 
ane indirectly a serious defaication in fre eferttiah 





demand for Une produce of tank? 
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“The peace with America has produced sore. Micicr, trom the undoubted fact of many sales that 
what of a similar effect, though I am very far from: Must take place, having been delayed as long as 
placing the vast exports which it occasioned upon! possible, in the vain hope of the necessity being 


the same footing with those to the European market evaded.” Sets 
the year before; both because ultimately the Aine-| \\ ith regard to the revenue to be raised in this: 


ricans will pay, which the exhausted state of the’ embarrassing situation of the country, the Edinburg’ 
continent renders very unlikely; and because it was | Review makes the following remarks. “In 1792, the 
well worth whilesto incur a loss upon the first ex- eerenee was about fifteen millions a year; it had now 
portation, in order, by the glut, Tro STIFLE IN THE | increased to about sixty-six. In one year we had 
CRADLE THOSE RISING MANUFACTURES IN THE UNITED expended abeut one hundred and twenty-five mil- 
sTatTEs, which the war had forced into existence, ‘lions; this year, the public expences are above se- 


copirary te the natural course of things.” | 
Here we discover some facis, the knowledge of 
which ought to be highly valuable to us. They still | 
cling to the destructive idea that British monopoly | 
is the natural order of things; and to restore it they | 
are willing to make the enormous sacrifices that we | 
daily hear of. Here lies the reason of those ship- 
ments of goods made from England, when they are 
informed that the same articies must be sold cheaper 
here than they are purchased in London or Liver- 
pool. We have seen and heard of so many eases of 
the ruinous consequences of such mean and despe- 
rate competition, and perceive so plainly on which 
side the ruin now threatens, that we are fully per- 
suaded the final result of their measures will, by a 
little fair management on our part, establish Ame- 
rican manufactures on the firmest basis for ages. 
But to proceed with our subject—It must be ob- 
served that a great impulse was given to the other 
causes of depression, by the conduct of the banks, 
at this dangerous crisis. ‘The Bank of England, 
almost at once, drew in its issues of paper, to the 
amount of three millions below what they had been, 
upon an average of some years: for, at one period, 
they had been six millions higher. The country 
banks, now under the influence of alarm—lessened, 
ju a much greater degree, their usual discounts.” 
“\VhiJe producé was fetching a high price, and ac- 
commodation easy in the money market, the culti-! 
vator did not feel the pressure of those enormous 
taxes, which the necessities of the war had occa- 
sioned.” During the war, immense numbers had em- 
barked all their property (in most cases not great) 
added to the supplies raised by bank accommoda- 
tions, in the business of farming; and, as Mr.Brough- 
am observes, describing these speculations, “the 
extension of cultivation, caused by these very ope- 
ritions, rapidly lowered the price of all produce; | 
tle alarm of money dealers begins to spread; the 
borrower, hardly able to pay the interest, which 
is, in reality, a fourth more than it was while the 
currency was depreciated 25 per cent. is called upon 
to pey up the principal itself: destitute of any thing 
that can be turned into money, he is fain to aban- 
don his purchase, with all the improvements which 
lis savings and his toil have made uponit; and the 
lender finds himself in hardly a betier situation, 
without the means of obtaining payment, and with 











venty-two millions, and the permanent peace estab- 
lishment is calculated at sixty-five millions. It is 
only necessary to state this prodigious change in the 
financial system of the country, in order to perceive 
how materially the land, on which so large a pro- 
portion of all imposts falls, must have suffered from 
the drains upon the people, which the war rendered 
necessary. Many of the taxes, imposed since 1792, 
press upon agriculture with peculiar weight. In 
assessed taxes, it is estimated, that a farm of 400 
acres, at 5 or £600 rant, pays above 22 pounds ad- 
ditional. Direct taxation has also raised the ex- 
pence of all articles of leather, including, of course, 
the boots and shoes of the laborer. Labor, in gene- 
ral, has been still further raised in price, by taxes 
atiecting the necessaries of life. The malt tax, in 
every way, operates most severely upon agriculture.” 
“The duty on malt, since 1792, has been raised from 
10s. 7d. to 34s. 8d. per quarter, of which 16s. is war 
duty; that on beer, from 5s. 74d to 9s. 74d; and that 
on spirits, from 7d. to 21d. per gallon; the total reve- 
nue, thus coilected from barley, being £12,350,000.” 
>ut what is stiil more material, tle law throws upon 
the lard the whole weight of maintaining the poor, 
and keeps all labor, manufacturing as well as agri- 
cultural, below its natural price, at the sole expence 
of the cultivator.” 

Besides the oppressive amount of the taxes, a 
great complaint is the unequal manner in which the 
poor rates are levied, as they apply only to reab 
property. Thus the farmer is taxed according to 
the value of his land, &c. that is, to the amount of 
capital he employs in his business; while the manu- 
facturer pays but for the value of his houses, ma- 
chines, &c. and not at all according to his yearly 
revenue. So that a farmer whose income is 1000€. 
per annum, may pay more towards the support of 
the poor than a manufacturer whose yearly income 
is 10,0002. And a great deal of the poor rates goes 
to persons who labor, being, from some causes, 
unable to earn sufficient to main‘ain themselves, 
the direct tendency of the system is to lower the 
price of labor; and as the farmer employs few 
hands in comparison with the manufacturer, it fol- 
lows that much of the tax he pays goes to lessen 
the manufacturer’; expenditures. The amount of 
poor rates before the war with the United States 
was two millions, and now it has risen to the incre- 


the title deeds in his hand, which he can turn to no; dible extent of eight millions. 


account, unless he brings the land into the market. 


To remove these evils some have proposed a loam 


dow the certainty ef such a mesure lowering its |of exchequer bills; but this, it is observed, would 
price, prevents this step from being taken; anc ac-|require an enormous amount to preduce any effect; 


cordingly, great as the distress has been, very little 
land has been actually sold.” Vhe money dealer 
becomes, from necessity, alandjobber; and the dis- 
tress coniinues pushing its shoots in all directions, 
round the whole circle of trade, until, by re-action, 
the farmer suffers again indirectly, and the total 
anrount of suffering is, if I may so speak, augmented 
by its universality and the connection of its parts. 
Nor should I be at all surprised, if things were to 
grow worse before they got better; «1 least, I am 


- Gértain, the price of land will be lower before it is 


wouil jeopardize the property of the borrowers, 
and could hardly be worth to them, the expences 
trouble and risk, at which they would obtain it. 
Mr. Western suggests a bounty upon exportation, 
but the reviewers remark, that, “as one of the prin- 
cipal causes of their present sufferings is the weight 
of taxation, how futile must the proposal appear, 
of seeking to relieve or pailiate those sufferings by 
a measure, the very essence of which is a consider- 
able augmentation of the public burdens!” The 


? 








reviewers recominend a repeal of the absurd and 
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barbaraus laws relating to usury, in order that 
private money accommodations may be obtained on 
more reasonable terms than they can be at present: 
and likewise that the exportation of wool may be 
permitted, in order to afford some market to the 
growers of that article. Some other trifling but 
reasonable regulations are proposed, and an im- 
portant one, as regards future times, in respect to 
the paupers. To prevent the ruinous increase of 
that great class, it is recommended to prohibit, by 
law, all marriages amongst them, and refuse to the 
future offspring of paupers, all parochial assistance. 
But after all, as those reviewers remark, ‘the grand 
evil is excessive taxation.” ‘Unless means are 
speedily devised for lightening the intolerable bur- 
den, all other methods of relief appear to be una- 
wailing. The revenue of sixty-five millions, which 
our permanent peace establishment is to cost, ex- 
ceeds, by a great deal, what can be borne by the 
land, from which so much of it is immediately 
drawn, and upon which so much more ultimately 
and most unequally falls.” The amount of the mat- 
ter then is this, that Great-Britain has not resour- 
ces to produce the revenue which the present sys- 
tem and the public debt require. The past display 
,of their national wealth was hollow and deceptive, 
and now a system of more humility and economy, 
proportioned to her real riches, must be adopted; 
or the present one, by destroying itself, will throw 
the nation into anarchy or revolution. 











Compensation Law. 
REPORT of the coniuittee appointed on the 4th inst. 


to inguire into the expediency of repealing or modi- 

Suing the law passed at the last session, changing 

the mode of compensation to the members of congress. 

December 18, 1816, read and committed to a 
committee of the whole house on the 2nd Monday 
in January next. 


The committee, to whom was referred the cousider- 
ation of the expediency of repealing or modifying 
the law passed at the last session, relative to the 
compensation of members of congress, ask leave 
to REPORT— 

The power, vested in congress by the constitution, 
of providing for the pay of its own members, is, 
doubtless, a delicate trust; and it might have been 
apprehended as well from the nature of the subject, 
as from former experience, that the most judicious 
exercise of that trust would not be exempt from 
some degree of public animadversion. The com- 
mittee, however, cannot perccive, either in the in- 
crease of compensation provided by the late act, or 
in the mode of making that compensation, cause of 
excitement or alarm adequate to the effects which 
are understood to have been produced. The addi- 
tion which this law has made to the public expen- 
diture is not considerable; and if it had been crea- 
ted by other measures of government, would not, 
probably, of itself, have been thought worthy of 
great attention. Ard the change in the mode of 
compensation, even if it be not attended with real 
and manifest advantages, does not still appear to be 
wrong, so clearly, and in such dangerous measure, as 
to furnish grounds for any high degree of public in- 
quietude. The committee, therefore, cannot bunt be 
of opinion, that the law in question has not been con- 
sidered without some mixture of misapprehension 
of its principles and objects, and that a more accu- 
rate knowledge of its provisions, and more mature 
reflections on its design and tendency, if they 
should not end in a conviction of its usefulness, 





would vet result in a different and far more mode- 


até estimate of its probable evils. It would not 
become the committee to claim any infallibility for 
the body of which they are members, nor to take it 
for granted, that every law which it may pass, must, 
necessarily, be a wise and wholsome act of legisla- 
‘ion. Human errors and imperfections find their 
way into all bodies. And there is, doubtless exist- 

17, in the judgement of the community, a power 
‘tncer whose revision this and other acts of govern- 
ment must and ought to pass. If, however, on a 
review of this subject, the house should still be of 
opinion that the law in question, or some equivalent 


| provision, has become essentially necessary for the 


useful exercise of the powers of government, end 
for the safety, security and honor of the peopie 
themselves, its members may still hope, that in not 
hastily departing from it, they will be justified by 
the enlightened sense and generous sentiments of 
the nation. The abandonment of a measure, which, 
according to their most conscientious conviction is 
intimately connected with the general good, would 
be no means of obtaining favor with the American 
people. 

If, in passing the law in question, the house of 
representatives discharged any portion of its duty, 
it acted upon general and public principles, with an 
entire disregard to the convenience of its own menr 
hers, any further than their convenience was sup- 
posed to be connected with the public service. It 
treated the question, not as one between them and 
the public, but as exclusively of public and national 
concern. It regarded itas a subject of general po- 
licy, by which the nation, and the nation only, was 
to be affected; as much so as any other act of legis 
lation whatever. Any imputation, s0 gross as to 
impeach its conduct in this essential particular, a 
feeling of self-respect must compel the house to 
pass over in silence, and its members must rely on 
their known character, as members of the governe 
ment, and as citizens of the community, to disprove 
it. The house would not presume to judge whe- 
ther its services, in the various and important mat- 
ters upon which it has acted, have deserved any 
consideration or respeet from the public; but for 
those services, such as they are, it has not sought, 
nor would accept, any reward which could be mea- 
sured out to it in a mere pecuniary compensation. 
And while the members of the house would cer- 
tainly not think of claiming any merit for passing 
the law in question, any more than for the discharge 
of what they thought their duty in any other case, 
the committee do not see that they have any cause 
for taking humiliation upon themselves, on account 
of having passed an act which they believed would 
be essentially useful to the country, but which they 
must have foreseen would be exposed itself, and 
might expose its authors to misapprehension and 
misrepresentation of all sorts. Holding offices in 
the immediate gift of the people, of short duration, 
and at a time when the people were soon to exer- 
cise, in most districts, their accustomed privilege 
of a new election, if these offices had been objects 
ef their regard, and if they had permitted personal 
considerations to influence their conduct, it is ob- 
vious that all such considerations pointed to a course 
different from that which they pursued, They must 
have known, that no measure could be more easily 
misconstrued and perverted ta the purposes of 
obloguy and reproach. The committee cannot yet 
believe that a faithful discharge of duty, in the face 
of these probable consequences, is to be reckoned 
among dangerous political errors. 

At the commencement of this government, it wag 
of course, among ifs first moasuves to fix by lay 
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agreeably to the requisition of the constitution, the 
pay of the members of congress. In the old con- 
gress, under the confederation, the members were 
paid, not out of the national treasury, but by the 
st.’ which they represented. The rates of com- 
pensation were different in different states; some 
States paid to its delegates eight dollars a day— 
others six—others less—and one state, at least, paid 
them by an annual provision of six hundred pounds, 
sterling It was natural to recur to these prece- 
dents, when the subject was taken up by the first 
congress, under this constitution. Taking as a just 
and obvious standard, by which to regulate the 
amount of compensation, the average of the rates 
which had been paid by the different states, to their 
delegates in the old congress, it was found that 
such ayerage amounted to somewhat more than six 
dollars a day. ‘Ihe compensation was accordingly 
fixed at six dollars a day, by the law of 1789. 

As it was foreseen that the depreciation of money, 
or the increased expence of living, might render 
this provision inadequate, the Jaw was limited in 
its duration, in order that it might be considered 
and altered, if necessary, at a future period. The 
subject was again brought before congress, in 1796, 
by the expiration of the former law. On this occa- 
sion, as the committee have learned, and, indeed, 
as some of thein remember, there was much diver- 
sity of opinion in the house of representatives: some 
members wished then to change the mode from a 
daily sum to an annual allowance, athers preferred 
to retain the existing mode, but to increase the 
sum; and a committee of the house reported in fa- 
vor of increasing the daily pay to eight dollars, as- 
signing for reason, a proportionate increase in the 
price of all commodities, and the expence of living, 
since the passage of the first act. Those who op- 
posed this augmentation, admitted it would be rea- 
sonable, if tlle price of commodities and the ex- 
pence of living should keep up; but they hoped the 
rise would be temporary, and that money would soon 
resume, in relation to the expence of living, its for- 
mer value. The proposition ta increase the pay was 
lost by one or two votes only, and a law passed 
establishing the former rate. 

The gtate of things, existing in the government 
and the country, from 1796 to the close of the late 
war, furnish ebvious reasons to account for the cir- 
cumstance, that during that period, no attempt was 
made to rais¢ the pay of members of congress. In 
the mean time, the seat of government had been 
transferred to the City of Washington, and the ex- 
pence of living, instead of returning to its former 
rate, as was expected by some, has gone on increas- 
ing progressively, until money, in relation to the 
means of life, does not retain more than half its 
former value. In other words, if six dollars a day 
wasno more than a reasanable provision, in the cities 
of Philadelphia and New-York, cight and twenty 
years ago, twelve dollars would not be more than 


a reasonable and equal provision jn the City of 


Washington, at the present time. Forty years ago, 
as has been stated above, some of the states paid 
their delegates in congress eight dollars qa day; and 
yet it never was supposed, during the revolution or 
afterwards, that the people of the United States 
had made unreasonable or exorbitant provision for 
their public agents. But, unless the early history 
of the country was marked by great extravagance in 
this particular, the rate of six dollars a day, fixed 
by the law of the first congress, was no more than 
a moderate and necessary allowance at that time, 


Beapuse it was no moze tlran the average of what 


all the states had found it necessary to pay to their. 
respective delegates during the revolution. 

The only question then is, whether there has been 

in truth such a change in the country, in the value 

of money and the expence of living, as to render 

that provision, which was no more than sufficient in 

1789, insufficient in 1816. It is a truth, plain to all 
whose experience or information enables them to 

judge, that so great has been the change in the fore- 
soing particulars, which eight and twenty years have 
produced, that it is not incorrect to estimate the ex- 

penditures necessarily attached to a seat in congress 
at twice their former amount. This change has not 
been confined to the condition of members of con- 

gress. It has extended all over the country, and as 
well the national government as every state govern- 
ment has been obliged to provide for it in a propor- 
tionate increase in the salaries of their public offi- 
cers. 

The statute book of this government exhibits a 
constant and progressive increase of compensation 
in all the departments of government, with the ex- 
ception of the legislature and the supreme judiciary. 
On the recommendation of the executive, or its 
branches, the legislature has repeatedly augment- 
ed the provisions for that department, patiently 
raising the pay of clerks and of writers far above 
that of its own members, without agitating either 
itself or the country with any question about its own 
compensation. From the heads of the departments 
to the lowest clerkships in the public offices, a ge- 
ral augmentation has obtained throughout. A long 
enumeration of instances is not necessary. One may 
suffice. When members of congress were first paid 
six dollars a day, the salary of the attorney general 
was 1500 dollars a year. This salary has since been 
increased to three thousand dollars; and the execu- 
tive has, at the present session, found it necessary 
to recommend a still further increase, as essentigl 
to the public service. If the duties of that officer 
have increased, so have the duties of members of 
congress 1n, at least, an equal proportion; and which 
of the two stations requires the greatest sacrifice of 
private pursuits may be easily discerned. 

At the time of passing the late act, it was found 
upon enquiry, that from the organization of the ga- 
vernment to the commencement of the thirteenth 
congress, (1813) congress had, on an average of all 
the years, been in session one hundred and fifty-nine 
days ina year. For eight years, ending with the 
thirteenth congress, (1813) it had been in session, 
on an average, one hundred and sixty-five days in 
each year. An easy computation will show that, 
supposing congress to sit hereafter as many days 
within the year as it has usually done heretofore, 
the present amount of compensation, including tra- 
vel and attendance, will exceed the amount receiv- 
ed for travel and attendance under the former law, 
thirty-eight per centum. After the lapse of eight 
and twenty years, then, congress has, for the first 
time, increased the pay of its members. It has in- 
creased it about one-third, and no more: although, 
within the same period, it has been called upon to 
raise, and has raised, the compensation of nearly all 
other officers of government in a far greater propor- 
tion. 

This enhancement of other compensations is not 
advczted to for the purpose of showing that congress 
has been as favorable to others as to itself, or that 
it has made itself the latest object of its own bounty. 
In neither case has it supposed itself to be bestowing 


bounty, or conferring favor. It has sought only to. 








make such provisions as the public gutcvest dean ¢; 
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ed. But the circumstance is referred to as furnishing 
evidence of the necessity of the late law, by show- 
ing similar necessity had been found te exist in 
other cases; and that by that law, congress had done 
nothing for its own members which executive re- 
commendation,and its own opinion of propriety, with 
the general concurrence of public sentiment, had 
not compelled it to do at an earlier period, and in 
ample measure, for other officers of government. 
The state legislatures, from the same necessity 
of complying with the change of circumstances, have 
made corresponding changes in the salaries of the 
officers of their governments; and it may net be in- 
applicable to recent occurrences to remark, that 
the members of these legislatures have, in almost 
every state, increased, in many doubled, in some 
trebled, their own pay, during the period in which 
the compensation to members of congress has re- 
mained at its original rate. As far, also, as the coni- 
mittee can learn, this increase of pay to members 
of state legislatures has, in every instance, taken 
place in the same session in which it was voted. 
Objections have been made to the manner of com- 
pensation introduced by the law of the last session. 
It has been said to have created salaries. If, by this, 
it is intended that the law allows to every member 
a defined and certain sum, without any deduction 
for absence or omission of duty, it is not a correct 
representation. Such deductions are provided for 
by the law as completely as under the former mode. 
It has already been observed, that a difference of| 
opinion has long existed on this point; and it still 
exists. When the law of 1796 was passed, there 
were those who thought it advisable to change the 
mode tiren in practice, and to adopt the example of 
an annual allowance, which had been formerly set 
by a very respectable state. ‘here have been, and 


with all their duties and offices, with all their emo- 
luments, can emanate from the legislature alone, 
Over the most numerous branch of the legislature, 
therefore, the people have retained the power of 
frequent elections; and with this branch alone thev 
have trusted the original exercise of the right of 
taxation, The members of the house of represen 
tatives are the special delegates and agents of ihe 
people in this high trust. They, and they alone, 
proceed immediately from the suffrage of the peo- 
ple. ‘They, and they alone, can touch the main- 
spring of the public prosperity, They are elected 
to be the guardians of the public rights and liber- 
ties. Can the people then, have any greater or clear- 
er interest, than that the seuts of these, their re- 
presentatives, should be honorable and independent 
stations, in order that they may have the power of 
filling them with able and independent men? Is it ac- 
cording to the principles of our government, that 
the legislative office should sink, in character and 
importance, below any office, even the highest in 
the gift of the executive? Orcan any thing be move 
unpropitious to the success of a free representative 
government, than that the representatives of the 
people should estimate any thing higher than their 
own seats, or should find inducements to look to 
any other favor than the favor of their constitu- 
ents? 

It would be a most unnatural state of things, in 
a republic, if the people should place greater 
reliance any where else, than in their own im- 
mediate representatives; or if, on the other hand, 
representatives should revolve round any other 
centre than the interests of their constituents.— 
Through their representatives, the direct influence 
and control of the people can alone be felt. In 
them, the rays of their powers are collected; and 





stull are, those who are not without fear, that an| 
augmentation of the daily pay, if it should net in| 
fact tend, in some cases, to the protraction of the 


there can be no better criterion by which to judge 
of the real influence of the people in the govern- 
ment, than by <:he degree of respectability and im- 


session, might produce an evil of equal magnitude,) portance attached to the representative character. 
by subjecting the legislature to such an imputa-/ Evil, indeed, to the republic will that time be, 


tion. 

Nor is it at ali true, that the inconvenience of 
attending a session of congress is always in propor: 
tion toits length. The season of the year in which 


should it ever arrive, when representatives in cons 
gress, instead of being agents of the people to 
exercise an influence in government, shall become 
instruments of government to influence the pco- 





the session is holden, may be as material as its du- 
ration. The length of the journey to the seat of; 
government is the same in both cases; and both | 
cases require an entire breaking off of all private | 
engagements, and an exclusive devotion to the pub- 
lic business. It may be added, also, that while com- 
pensation was computed by the day, as the sessions 
would naturally be longest in times of war, the 
greatest expence would full on the treasury, when 
it could bear it with the least convenience.— 


ple. 

It is propably the necessary tendency of govern- 
ment that patronage and influence should ac- 
cumulate wherever the execiitive power is de- 
posited; and this accumulation may be expected 
io increase with the progress of the government, 
and the increasing weulth of the nation. To guard, 
as far as possible, against the effect of this on the 
legislature, the constitution has prohibited mem- 
bers of congress from holding, while members, ay 








ing the compensation was itself a necessary one, 
and that the form, if not the best, was a fair sub- 
ject of experiment, the house did not forbear to 
adopt it, from difference of opinion in regard to 
the manner. It passed the law in its present form, in 


~ the ae that good would result from the change 


of mode, and with the knowledge thatif such should 
not be the consequence, the former mode could be 
easily, and at any time, again adopted. 

‘There new remain other topics connected with 
this subject, which the committee would submit to 
the consideration of the house. 

Of all the powers with which the people have in- 
Vested the government, that of legislation is un- 
doubtedly the chief. In addition to its own im- 
portant ordinary duties, the leyislature is the only 
power which can create other powers. Departments, 


office under executive nppointment; but it has not 

| restrained them from resigning their seats to accept 
|such appointments, nor from accepting them after 
i their term of service has expired; nor has it prohi- 
bited the grant of such offices to their relations, 
connections or dependants. There are hundieds 
of offices in the gift of the executive, which, as fur 
}as pecuniary emolument is concerned, are preicra- 
‘ble to seats in congress; indeed there are none, 
except of the very lowest class, which in that res- 
pect are not preferable. : 

Is it for the interest of the people, that tieir re- 
nresentatives should be placed in this conciuon? 
is it expedieyt chat better service should be co:n- 
'manded for any other department than for the hall 
(of legislation? Or, admitting that offices of high 
| trust and responsibility m the state, such as wall be 
'commonly regarded less trom motives of peemuary 
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emolument, than from the love of honourable dis- ber of congress, could not but yielda much more 
tinction and devotion to the public service, should profitable result if employed in private pursuits. 


possess more attactions than the legislative office, 


If the view which the committee have taken of 


is it still fit or expedient that subordinate places} this subject, be not altogether an erroneous one; if: 
in government, such as have no recommendation but | great changes, in relation to the value of money, 
the salaries and perquisities belonging to them,/and the price of living, have taken place in ‘the 


should have the same influence ? 


country; if it has been found necessary to provide 


And yet, not only is it well known that persons, |for this change, by an increase of the compensation 
at every election, decline being candidates for the of other officers throughout the general and state 
legislature, but the government has not been with-|governments; and more than all, if it be desirable 
out instances, in which members of either house|to maintain the constitutional importance of the 
have relinquished their seats in the congress of} legislative office; to open to the people a wide field 
the United States to xccept offices of a very low/for the selection of representatives; to put at their 
grade. Can the public interest require the esta-|command the best talents in their respective dis- 
blishment of a habit of filling such places by}tricts; and to enable them to retain the services 
candidates taken from the legislative body? Orjof those, whose knowledge and experience have 
what is the value to the people, of the right of re-| best fitted them to promote their interests and 


presentation, if they have nothing to give which 


maintain their rights, then, the object of the law 


their representatives will not relinquish for even|in question was not only a useful, buta highly im- 
the smaller appointments of the executive power ?| portant and commendable object. 


It can not but tend more, one would think, to the 


In regard to the mode of accomplishing that ob- 


permanent safety of the republic, that no such/ject, ithas not been, and is not easy to reconcile 
hopes or motives should exist; that there should; opinions. On the whole, the committee are of 
be »o9 inducements of this nature, either to an| opinion, that under all the circumstances, it is 
untzithful and compliant discharge of official du-jadvisable to provide, that the increase of pay 
ty, or to a more indirect but not less pernicious;should be made in the form of an addition to the 
exercise of the influence of a public character and aiformer daily allowance. ‘They, therefore, recom- 


public station, 


mend, that in lieu of ali other compensations, there 


The geographical extent of the United States/be paid to members of congress and delegates of 


furnishes a cuse out of all analagy with any thing) territories 
which has heretofore existed, either in any state|tendance, and 


dollars per day for their actual at- 
dollars for every twenty miles 








government or the government of any other coun-/travel to and from the seat of government. And 
try.—There are members of congress who reside} they report a bill for that purpose. 


more than a thousand miles from the seat of govern- 


A BILL 


ment; a great proportion live at more than half Allowing compensation to the members of the 


that distance. If these members are accompanied 
by their fumilies to a session of congress, even the 
present compensation, with the strictest economy, 
cloes not defray their expences. To live within the 
means provided for them, they must corre as exiles 


senate, members of the house of representa- 
tives of the United States and to delegates of 
territories, and repealing all other laws on that 
subject, contrary thereto. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 


. . 1 .% ] . Yo > © y . . . . 
Pb: abe own homes; they must citation Fay tives of the United States of America in congress 
Mt BYTE pursiits, but the ag ot Scere “ r © | assembled, That during the remaining part of the 
iestic relations, and live like strangers and tem- present session of congress, to be calculated from 
-orory lodgers in the metropolis of their own coun-}the time of passing this act, and at every future 
on 4 . >. . 7 ‘. . , . 2 e ea > e > 
ry. Row far itis wise i government to demand of! session of congress, and at every meeting of the 
those who enter its service this sacrifice of all social senate, in the recess of congress, each senator shall 
: bd - r id . , . a My 
feelings, those who have the deepest knowledge of! he entitled to receive, in lieu of all other compensa- 


our nature are most competent to judge. It is asa-/tion heretofure allowed by law 
b 


dollars, for 


crifice, which will not ordinarily, and for any Jength every day he shall attend the senate; and shall also 
of time, be made, by such as have the dearest and | he aijowed, at the commencement and end of every 


strongest ties to their country, and the greatest! 51h session and meeting 
. ‘ >. 5 . 
twenty miles of the estimated distance, by the most 


possible stake in its prosperity. 





dollars, for every 


One further observation is obvious. If an adequate, usual road, from his place of residence to the seat 
rovision be not made for members of congress, the! of congress; and in case any member of the senate 
office will fall, exclusively, into the hands of one or) shall be detained by sickness, on his journey to or 


the most affluent of the country only who can bear 


the charges of it without any compensation : or of; to the same daily allowance; and the president of 


‘the other of two descriptions of persons; either of} from any session or meeting, or after his arrival shall 


be unable to attend the senate, he shall be entitled 


hose who would accept it, not for the compensation! the senate, pro tempore, when the office of the 
legally belonging to it, but from the hope of turn-| vice president of the United States, is or shall be 
ing it to account by other means. A reasonable| vacant, shall, during the period of his services, be 


allowance, neither extravagant on the one hand, 
nor parsimonious on the other, would seem to be 


as a member of the senate, 


entitled to receive, in addition to his compensation 
dollars, for every 


the best security against these various evils. In-|day he shall attend the senate. Provided, That no 


fluenced by these considerations, congress was, at 


senator shall be allowed a sum exceeding the rate 


the last session, of opinion that the compensation | of doliars a day, from the end of one such 


to members had become inadequate. The com- 


session or mecting, to the time of his taking a seat 


mittee are still of the same opinion. In many /in another. 





cases it was not equal to the expence incurred by 
individuals in their attendance on the legislature; | 
ond in all cases, it must be presumed that the la-| 
bor and intelligence bestowed on the discharge} 
-ef his official duties, by an able and faithful mem-: 


Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That during the 
remaining part of the present session of congress, 
to be calculated from the time of passing this act, 
and at every future session of congress, each re- 
presentative, and each delegate from the respective 
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territories, shall be entitled, in lieu of all other com- 
pensation heretofore allowed by law, 

dollars, for every day they shall attend the house 
of representatives; and shall be allowed, at the 
commencement and end of each session, 

‘dollars, for every twenty miles of the estimated 
distance, by the most usual road, from his place of 
residence to the seat of congress; and in case any 
representative or delegate shall be detained by 
sickness, on his journey to and from the session, 
or after his arrival shall be unable to attend the 
house of representatives, he shall be entitled to the 
daily allowance aforesaid; and the speaker of the 
house of representatives shall be entitled to receive, 
in addition to his compensation as a representa- 
tive, | dollars for every day he shall 
attend the house: Provided always, That no re- 
presentative, or delegate, shall be allowed a sum 
exceeding the rate of dollars a day, 
from the end of one session to the time of his taking 
a seat in another. That the said compensation to the 
members of the senate shall be certified by the pre- 
sident, and that which shall be due to the members 
of the house of represntatives, and to the delegates, 
shall be certified by the speaker; and the same 
shall be passed as public accounts, and paid out 
of the public treasury. And that all acts or parts 
of acts, contrary to the provisions of this act, 
be and the same are hereby repealed. 

(The gentlemen who compose the committee of 
the house which which made the above report, are 
Messrs. Johnson of Ken. Finley, Webster, Pitkin, 
Bassett, Cady, and Reynolds. ] 











Case of the Romp. 


FROM THE RICHMOND ENQUIRER. 
{ United Stutes, 

vs. An indictment for piracy. 
Wm. Hutchings. 

This case was brought on before the circuit court 
for the United States for this district, on Thursday 
the 12th December inst. As it had excited a con- 
siderable sensation in this part of the country, a 
brief account of it may be acceptable to your rea- 
ders. It may also be of service to a portion of our 
countrymen, who have been concerned in this spe- 
cies of adventure, to know in what light it is view- 
ed by the courts of the United States. 

The prosecution was canducted by William Wirt, 
esq. district attorney. The counsel for the prisoner, | 


were Messrs. Upsher, of Richmond, and Murdauzh, | 


of Williamsburg. 


and in the course of it, captured five Spanish ves- 
sels, out of which they took every thing valuable, 
sent two of them to Buenos Ayres for condemna- 
tion, and gave up the rest to the prisoners. Near 
an hundred vessels, American, Portuguese, Dutch, 
English, and others, which were neutral be*ween 
Buenos Ayres and Spain, were spoken during the 
cruise; all of which were treated politely. The 
general conduct of the Santafecino, appeared to be 
that of a regularly commissioned vessel, her pri- 
soners being treated humanely, and their private 
property restored to them, and perfect respect al- 
ways paid to the vessels of neutral nations. Some 
of the witnesses who were of the crew of the San- 
tafecino, farther proved that the crew were dissa- 
tisfied. with the colors under which they sailed, 
and that the revolt among them was in consequence 
of. this dissatisfaction. 
The only evidence offered on the part of the pri- 
soner, Was apaper, purporting to be a commission 
to the Santafecino, and a commission to the prison- 
er, as sailing master on board of her, from the go- 
vernment of Buenos Ayres.—The district attorney 
objected their going to the jury, because 
Ist. There was no evidence of their being ge- 
nuine papers, as there was no proof that 
Buenos Ayres was an independent govern- 
ment, nor that the seals attached to these 
commissions, was the seal of Buenos Ayres. 
2nd. If the commissions were genuine papers, 
they obviously did not. belong to this vessel, 
for they bore date in November 1815, and 
the name of the Santafecino, was not borne 
by this vessel, till the April following. 

These points Mr. Wirt pressed with his usual elo- 
quence and vigor. 

Mr. Upshur for the prisoner, contended, that the 
papers ought togo to the jury as evidence to be al- 
lowed whatever weight they should be found enti- 
tled to. He contended, that the question whether 
Buenos Ayres was independent or not, was for the 
executive to decide, and not the judiciary. Thata 
late correspondence between Don Onis, the Spanish 
minister, and the American secretary of state, prov- 
ed that the people of Buenos Ayres were ina state 
of revolution, exerting themselves to throw off tne 
yoke of Spain. That there was an exact and perfect 
analogy between that contest, and the revolution- 
ary contest of our country. That by the treaty of 
1783, by numerous decisions of our courts, recog. 
nizing the validity of laws passed during the revo- 
lution, and by express decisions on the point, the 


The leading facts proved on the part of the pro-| principle was settled that our existence as an inde- 


secution, were the following:— 
The schooner Romp armed with six eighteen 
pound carronades sailed from Baltimore early in 


pendent nation commenced with our declaration of 
independence in 1776, and not with the definitive 
treaty of peace in 1783. That by parity of reason. 


April last ostensibly, on a commercial voyage for | ing, the independence of Buenos Ayres commenced 


Buenos Ayres. She took with her an American re- 
gister, and was in all respects documented as an 
American vessel. About 12 days after leaving the 
capes of Virginia, her crew were mustered, when 
they were informed of the destination of the ves- 
sel against#the commerce of Spain. A salute was 
fired, the colors of Buenos Ayres hoisted, the name 
af the vessel changed from the Aomp, to the Sunta- 
JSecino, and articles under the government of Buenos 
‘Ayres signed by the crew. 

There was some disagreement between the wit- 
nesses as to the manner in which the crew reccived 
the intelligence of this change in the national cha- 
racter of the vessel, some affirming that the colors 
of Buenos Ayres were saluted with cheers, and 


with their declaration of independence, and as that 
declaration was matter of notoriety throughout the 
world, and was more particularly proved by the 
correspondence between Don Onis and Mr. Monroe, 
we were bound to consider them an independent 
people. That the seal of,an independent people 
proved itself, and was not the subject of proof by 
any other sortof evidence. ‘That it was in its na. 
ture the hi;hest species of evidence, because no na- 
tion could delegate to subordinate agents a greater 
power or authority than it possessed itself. That 
this principle was fully recognized in the supreme 
court, and it was indeed an offspring of the comity 
of nations, which all civilized nations acknowledg- 
ed.— That of course the seal attached to the com- 





gthers afirming they were saluted with murmurs. 


[missions in the present urstance proved itsc!f— 


The Santafecino however proceeded on her cruise, . 
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proved the genuineness and object of the commis- | 
Sious, and that it was incompetent to the prosecu- 


The court indicated an opinion against. Mr. Mur“ 
daugh, founded cheifly upon the opinion already. 


tion to call for any other evidence as to these points./ pronounced that the government of Buenos Ayres 
This argument, Mr. Upshur considered, applied to} could not be recognized by the court as existing at 
bosh points made by the district attorney, but even) all. The facts where commented on by all the coun- 
if it did not, that there was nothing in the second| sel at considerable length. 5 


point, because these commissions were executed 


The jury retired at candle light on Friday even- 


and dated in Buenos Ayres, in blank, and were left ing and in about ten minutes returned a verdict of 
to be filled up by the agent of that governmen’in | nor cuitty— which was received with applause bY 


this conntry. That this was a satisfactory mode of 
accounting for the difference of time between the 
date of the commissions and the adoption of the 
name of the Santafecino, and that there could be 
no reason to believe that the commissions had ever 
been used on board of any other vessel. 





the surrounding crowd. The next day, John 

Mitchell was put on his trial, for the same offence, 
and was defended by the same counsel. He also 
Was acquitted. But from the whole course of the 
trials, the court obviously thought that the conduct 
of the accused had been highly illegal, though no 


The court decided; that the commissions should | piratical design seemed to be attributed to them.— 
go tothe jury, merely as papers found on board| Before the discharge of Mitchell the court gave him 


the vessel. 


But onthe main question; the court/an impressive admonition, which it is to be regret- 


was of opinion, that a nation became independent| ted, was not heard by those of our countrymen, who 
from its declaration of independence, only as re-/seem to have considered themselves perfectly at li- 


spects itsown government, and the various depart- 
ments thereof. That before it could be considered 
independent by the judiciary of foreign nations, it 
was necessary that its independence should be re- 
cognized by the executive authority of those na- 
tions. That as our executive had never recognised 
the independence of Buenos Ayres, it was not com- 


"hat, therefore, the court could not acknowledge 
the right of that country to have a national seal, and 
of course that the seals attached to the commis- 
si0Ns in question, proved nothing. 

Upon this state of the testimony, the case was 
argued before the jury. The cause occupied the 
whole of Thursday and Friday. In the course of the 
argument, Mr. Upshur made the point, whether by 
the act of congress, uader which the prisoner was 
indicted, a robbery on the high seas amounted to 
piracy in any case. The words of the act are, that 
“if any person shall upon the high seas, or in any 
haven, bay, or river, aut of the jurisdiction of any 
particular state, commit murder, robbery, or any 
other crime or misdemeanor, which, if committed in 
the body of a country, would by the laws of the 
United States be punished with death, it shall) 
amount to piracy. The argument of Mr. Upshur! 
was, that it was necessary that robbery should first 
be made punishable with death by the laws of the 
United States, when cammitted on land, before it 
could amount to piracy, when committed on the 
sea, which was not now the case. That judge 
Johnson had so decided it in South-Carolina, 





berty to endanger the peace of the country by these 
imprudent enterprizes. 








Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND, &c., 

_ Londen dates, October 26.—Advices from the con- 
tinent state an inability to comply with the orders 
from England for grain. Average price of wheat in 
England, Oct. 26, 93s, 9d. per quarter, and likely te 
advance. At London, Oct. 28, new wheat, 90 to 105s. 
—old do. 100 to 115s. 

The Courier gives an account of the rise of grain 
in various parts of the continent; and that the duke 
of Wellington was establishing magazines of graift 
on the frontiers of France, for the use of his army, 
to prevent any inconvenience to the inhabitants, and 
adds—it is a melancholy consolation to know, that 
whatever degree of failure may have occurred in our 
own harvest, other countries are in a much worse 
condition. France certainly is; so are the fruitful 
Netherlands, as we are informed from the throne; 
and we learn with regret that the harvest has been 
extremely deficient in Italy, insomuch that the go- 
vernment had issued a decree allowing the impor- 
tation of wheat, rice, flour, oats and barley, of all 
kinds, free of duty, until the 31st of August, 1817. 

A Russian frigate has arrived in England with a 
present of four Persian horses from the emperor to 
the prince regent. 

Linerty—From the Bristol ( Eng.) Mercury, Oct. 
26—A most singular prosecution to conviction has 


although a contrary decision had Seen subsequently | lately taken place in the county of Kent. The hon. 
pronounced by judge Washington.—That the -con-| Charles Noel, who resides at Barham court, a mem- 
flict between these two learned judges, proved! ber of the established church, has Divine service per- 
that the law was at least doubtful; that the jury) formed in his family morning and evening; in which 
in a capital case, were judges, as well of the law} several persons in the neighborhood, it appears, have 
as the fact, and were bound to acquit, where either, been in the habit of assisting, sometimes to the 
was doubtful. ‘number of 20 persons, as the summons to Mr. Noel 

The court being appealed to for the interpreta-| and the witnesses expressed, besides the immediate 
tion of the law, decided that it was not necessary| family and servants. The law, in this case, it seems, 
that robbery should be punishable by death when, is imperious; and, notwithstanding the restrictions 
committed on Jand, in order to amount to piracy! on dissenters have been entirely removed, it inflicts 
if committed on the occan—but as two judges, (for | a penalty of £40 on members of the established 
both of whom the court entertained the highest res-| church, for doing what is done by every other de- 
pect,) had pronounced opposite decisions upon it, scription of christians with complete safety!—The 
the court could not undertake to say tuatit was not | avowed informant in this case was the right hon. the 
at least doubtful. ) earl of Romney. ‘The penalty was paid immedi- 

Mr. Jlurdauzh contended that the acceptance ‘ately. One half of it (after the expence of the pro- 
of ihese commissions amounted to an act of ex- | secution is paid) goes to the informer; and the other 
patriation. Mr. Wirt, on the other hand, insist-, moiety to the poor of the parish where the offence,as 


ed, that it was not competent to any one to change j the law calls it, was committed. 

FRANCE, 
‘yr . > | 
he accounts of the harvests in France, are saic, 


his national character by his own act alone without) 
thé concurrent act or the government he adopted. —! 
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“Vurk, who acts as his servant, and a female. 
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tn the English papers to be “deplorable!” But this 
statement is contradicted. 

Parties appear to run high in France. In some 
parts the civil and military authorities are said to 
be in open contention. 

A horrible attempt (says a Paris private letter) 
was made some nights back, to blow up the bar- 
racks near the barrier leading to St. Germain, on 
the south side of the river. At one o’clock in the 
morning, a man was discovered with a match in his 
hand; he was shot by two sentinels at the same mo- 
ment, and at the place where he was shot, it was 
discovered that there was a communication with the 
vaults, in which several barrels of gunpowder had 
been placed, for the horrible purpose of destroying 
5000 men in an instant. 

A letter from a French officer of the first distinc- 
tion, in Russia, to his friend, in New-York, says— 
“The infinite clemency of our great and good king 
fLouis} destined me to follow Ney and Labedoyere, 
but the generous and magnanimous Alexander sav- 
ed me; and, the grandson of Louis the 15th was 
forced to shaw mercy, and have one victim the 
less.” 

The writer goes on to state that the French go- 
veroment had “fallen into contempt and derision” 
at Petersburg—and says that Russia, Prussia and 
the Netherlands are in favor of illegitimatizing the 
the Bourbons, and of placing the young prince of 
Orange on the throne, while Austria and England 
‘‘persist in holding up” young Vupoleon. He adds, 
that Russia, instead of diminishing, as yg see and 
England have done, her military force, is ificreasing 
it, and has a million of men under arms; and he de- 
pends on the moderation and generosity of Alexan- 
der to put an end to the sufferings of France under 
the present family, distinguished by fanaticism, 
“weakness, vengeance, and barbarous atrocity.” 


NETHERLANDS. 

Some dispute or difficulty appears to exist about 
the sale of some teas, American property, at Am- 
sterdam, through the jealousy of the Dutch East 
Company, who have so managed it as to prevent that 
ready sale which the market would furnish, waiting 
for the arrival of their own goods. 


A letter from Ghent says, that while 1500 British 
cavalry were passing Arras, the gates were shut, the 
yuards doubled, and the gunners placed on the ram- 
parts with lighted matches. 


NORTHERN EUROPE. 

Peace prevailing, the emperor of Russia has or- 
dered the breaking up of the 6th corps of his army, 
to complete the other corps. Recruiting is to be 
discontinued. 

The ex-king of Sweden resides at present at Ha- 
nau, under the name of Gustafsen. He lives in great 
privacy, and has only two persons in his house—a 


NAPLES. 
An English paper, under the Naples head, Oct. 8, 
&as the following paragraph— 
“The American squadron has terminated its ope- 
ration. Mr. Pinkney has abandoned the ridiculous 
pretence of maintaining his negociation by menace. 
Our device is honor. 
TURKEY. 
Constantinople, Sept. 12.—The arrival of the Rus- 
sian frigate, the Minerva, of 44 guns, in this port, 
from Odessa, with baron Strogonof#f, the Russian mi- 
nister, on board, is considered here as a remarkable 


circumstance, because hitherto the ships of war of 


“SPANISH AMERICA.” 
By a vessel, lately arrived from Antigua, we learn 
that the ship Hercules, commanded by adm. Brown, 
in consequence of a Portuguese fleet being in the 
south seas, and to refit, had put into Barbadoes, 
but not being allowed to repair there, had proceed- 
ed for St. Bartholomews—when off Antigua, she 
was taken by the Brazen sloop of war, capt. Ster- 
ling, and carried into Antigua, where vessel and 
cargo were condemned—valued $542,000. 
(‘Translated for the Freeman’s Journal.] 
Gregor M‘Gregor, general of brigade, in the repub- 
lican armies, and commander in chief of that of 
centre, to the inhabitants of Barcelona. 
Barcelonese—Liberty, offspring of Heaven, has 
descended upon the heights of Ocuman and Chorony; 
and her voice, terrible to tyrants, has resounded 
through the deep vallies of Aragua; over the vast 
plains of the Ypire and the Oronoko, and in the si- 
Jent caverns, where innocence and modesty sougt 
shelter, from the Spaniards, among tygers. A 
her cry, the most powerful bulwarks of despotism 
crumbled into dust. ‘Their armies were scattered 
like heaps of sand, driven before the hurricane; and 
neither the strongest, most courageous, or best dis- 
ciplined of them all, were able to make a stand fora 
moment, in the most advantageous post of the Ala- 
cran, without being completely destroyed. But few 
obstacles remain for you toovercome; the operation 
of mere force and courage is brought to an end; and 
already is the time to begin the exercise of wisdom 
and virtue. Let a brazen wall divide the past trans- 
actions from those which are before us; every thing 
must be forgotten, every thing forgiven; feel no 
other hatred but that to despotism, nor any other 
attachment but that to liberty. 

Barcelonese/—You will have the reward and ho- 
nor of being the first to assist in the furtherance of 
this illustrious transaction. Give to the people ef 
Venezuela, the most splendid example of republi- 
cun liberality, patriotism, union and brotherly con- 
cord. Let them see that the instructions of experi 
ence have not been lost upon you; in short, let us 
endeavor to lay the foundation, upon firm principles, 
of a government free and beneficial; qualified to 
raise our fine country to that exalted rank of power 
and happiness, which nature spontaneously would 
have guided it to, but for the stupid and deplora- 
ble sway of the Spaniards. 

Head-quarters, at the Carito, Sept. 11, 1816. 

(Signed) Grecor M‘Gresor. 

The Boston Gazette says—*The patriot partizan, 
gencral ‘Y’oledo, is denounced in the democratic pa- 
pers as a traitor to the cause of insurrection.” 

[Zhe cause of insurrection!”—of “insurrection” 
against Ferdinand of Spain—the man despised for 
his stupidity, hated for his cruelty, and condemned 
to infamy for his ingratitude, by every liberal man 
in the world !!—Of “insurrection,” such as MWush- 
ington took a part in, for which many, who speak of 
him as a god, now—would have hung him as a re- 
bel, then. ‘The spirit of monarchy is yet deeply 
impressed onthe minds of a considerzble part of the 
people of the United States—not in that manly way 
that pensioners and government-priests speak of it 
in the old world, but in amanner ever more servile 
and debased.] 

The latest accounts from Caracas are flattering 
to the cause of the patriots—Barcelona and Cumana 
have surrendered, and the city of Caracas is report- 
ed to have been evacuated by the royalists. Bolivar, 
it is said, is invited to return and take a commend 





all nations, have not been allowed te pass through 
the channel. 





in the republican armies. 
* We have several patriotic bulletins from the Gu- 
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Herrera, secretary of war, detailing various suc- 
cesses of the whigs of that country; from which it 
appears, that they are successful in all quarters, af. 
fording the best prospect that that delightful coun- 
try will soon be relieved of its oppressors. The 
accounts are interesting, but we have not room to 
give them at length. 

. The British ship of war Tay has been lost off Cam- 
peachy, with two millions of dollars on board. 

A Spanish vessel, captured off Cadiz by a Buenos 
Ayrean privateer, with a cargo worth $30,000, put 
into New-Bedford a few days since, being short of 
provisions, and is said to have been taken possession 
of by a custom-house officer. 

The fort of Monteblanc, which commands the 
king’s road near the cities of Orizava and Cordova, 
was captured, November 15, by a force of 2,590 Spa- 
nish royalists, by means of treachery. Several at- 
tacks were repulsed by the fort; but two companies 
of royalists, throwing down their arms, and rushing 
into the fort under pretence of joining the pairiots, 
‘having arms put into their hands by the latter, in| 
the night rose upon them, and in conjunction with 
the troops without, subdued the garrison. 

General Vittoria, the patriot commander of the 
province, was in his turn besieging the royalists— 
he had a force blockading the cities of Xalapa, Ori- 
gzava and Cordova. | 

The royalists were advancing from Vera Cruz,| 
1000 strong upon Boquiils, which is garrisoned by, 
only 75 men, and would probably have to surren- 


der. 





The fort of Guazalcos was attacked in the month} 


of October last, by general Teran who was defeated. 
with the loss of 400 men. Win. D. Robinson, esq 
was killed among them. Balt. Pat. 
BRITISH AMERICA. 
The British government hired transport Harpooner, 
from Quebec to England, with 385 souls on bozrd,, 
men, women and children, besides the ship’s compa- 


The New-York Gazette says—It is reported, that 
governmentintends to send out a frigate to demand 
of Christophe the payment of about five hundred 
thousand dollars,the amount of the spoliations upon 
our commerce. The experiment is worth trying, 
because there is but little doubt of its success.— 
Christephe, it ts known, is rich in specie, as well as 
other resources. 

The following singular article is from a Port au 
Prince newspaper. What will France say to Austria 
on such a procedure as this? 

Noticr—The secretary general of his excellency 
the president of Hayti, has the honor to inform the 
merchants of the republic,that by official despatches 
from the emperor of Austria, through his charge des 
affaires, dated the 15th of last August, at Trieste, 


| that the ports of Austria are open to the Haytian 


flag; and that the 4ustrian emperor is anxious to 
promote a mutual intercourse between the two na- 
tions. 

Persons desirous of availing themselves of this in- 
formation, may be fully satisfied by viewing the of- 
ficial dispatches, and received all the necessary do- 


|cuments for an intercourse with Germany. 


Office of the secretary general, Port au Prince, 
5th of November, 1816, 13th year of the re- 
public, R. Ineunac. 








Legislature of Maryland. 


In Council, Annapolis, December 4, 1816. 

GENTLEMEN—We have the honor to inform you, 
that in pursuance of the powers vested in this de- 
partment by a resolution of the last general assem- 
oly, we have ceded to the general government the 
exclusive right of jurisdiction in and over the 
ground and territory on which forts M‘Henry and 
Washington are erected. 

The resolution appropriating the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars to defray the expence of collecting the 
public arms, being found to be wholly inadequate 





ny, was wrecked on cape Pine, near Trepassey. The 


‘to the object, we have thought it advisable to refer 


male passengers were ciiefiy of the 4th royal vete-/ the subject to your consideration. 


ran battalion. She struck at nine o’clock at night, 
and went to pieces at eleven the next morning. <A 
few men succeeded in getting on shore in the stern 
boat, all the others being stove in pieces, and in the 
morning many more were saved by means of a rope 


which was carried on shore by a dog. All who at-' 


tempted to swim, and all on the wreck at the time 
that it went to pieces, were drowned. Whole num- 
ber lost 208—saveil 177. 

A Drummondville (4. C.) article gives an account 


The resolution appropriating money for the pur- 


ichase of avms having been rescinded by the last 


general assembly, we are under the necessity of re- 
ferring to you the claim of Mr. Joseph Henry, for 
rifles, delivered since the repeal of the resolution, 
under a contract entered into during its existence 
with this department. We herewith enclose sundry 
resolutions from the states of Massachusetts, Ohio, 
Rhode-Island, Vermont, Virginia and Tennessee. 

| We would submit to your consideration the pro- 














of a person im attempting to cross the river near priety of taking steps for liquidating, at an early 
the head of the rapids, being driven on the rock, day, the state’s claim against the general govern- 
where a lingering death apparently awaited him.—| ment for the expences incurred by the late war. 
Four men, securing their canoe by a strong hawser | or this purpose it will be necessary to appoint an 
to the shore, attempted his relief; but the rough-|agent, to exhibit and attend to the settlement of 
ness of the water upset the canoe, and they were|these claims. We deem it of primary importance 
instantly dashed among the rocks and seen no more.| that this subject should receive your early atten- 
A second attempt succeeded; by anchoring a large'!tion, as it must be within the recollection of the 
scow 200 yards above the rapids, and dropping a/ general assembly, that the revenue of the state was 
canoe, secured by a hawser, down to the man on the| found to be insufficient for the discharge of mili- 
rock, who thereby was rescued. |tary claims and expences, and that recourse was 
HAYTI. had to a loan to meet extraordinary disbursements 

\ brig lately entered Port au Prince, under thejrendered necessary for defence. It is hoped that the 
American fiag, and said tobe from Baltimore. Her claim against the general government will receive 
character was suspected, and it was discovered that) the attention due to it from congress, and that the 
she was a vessel captured from the Spaniards by| provision which they shall make for its payment, 
a Buenos Ayrenean privateer. She was seized and|will furnish the means of redeeming this loan.— 
condemne !; more so, it would appear, on account! Should this just expectation fail, it rests with the 
of the false statement made by the master tlian on} wisdom of the general assembly to provide the ne- 
sccount of her real character. |cessary means for its redemption. We deem it to 


Peson's salary is fixed at 40,099 dollars per annum,' be onr duty to bring to the notice of the generat 
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kesembly the situation of the claims of the state 
against individuals. By former resolutions the exe- 
cutive was authorised to take whatever steps were 
deemed necessary, in order to recover or secure 
them. For obvious reasons it is impossible for this 


_ department to attend to this duty, and for want of 


proper attention to it, considerable sums, which 
might be recovered, are lost every year. We take 
leave therefore to recommend the appointment of 
an officer, whose business it shall be to collect, or 
otherwise secure, such claims. We deem it proper 
to suggest, for your consideration, the necessity of 
a revision and amendment of the militia laws of 
this state. It is at all times of importance to have 
an efficient and practicalle system, and it has been 
clearly shewn, by late experience, that the provi- 
sions of the present system ure so radically defec- 
tive, that the law is but a dead letter. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect, 
your obedient servants, 

C, RIDGELY, of Hampton. 

The honorable the president of the senate, and the 

Honorable the speuker of the house of delegates. 





FINANCES OF MARYLAND. 
Abstract from the report of the committee of claims. 
STATE’S CAPITAL. 
Exchanged 6 per cent. U.S. stock . $569,717 83 
Funded 3 per cents. . ‘ ‘ . 335,104 74 
Biils of credit ‘ : , ‘ . 4,819 13 
Cash in the treasury . ‘ . - 57,515 13 





967,156 83 
[icPBesides the bank stock—the dividends en 
which are stated below.] 
RECEIPTS FOR 1816. 
Escheats, caution and imprevements on 


land , . ‘ ' - $2,571 12 


Open accounts , , , , . 2,979 88 
For bonds . ‘ , , ; ‘ 1,960 00 
Confiscated property. ni » 7S 
Fines, forfeitures and amerciaments . 2,452 69 


Marriage licences , ; 
Ordinary, retailers, hawkers and ped- 
lars’ do. . ‘ ‘ 
Taxes under the act for establishing the 
salary of the chancellor. , .° 355 66 
From the treasurer of the Eastern shore 5,855 80 
Dividends—Bank of Baltimore, 9,027; 
F:rmers’ Bank, 15,200; Union Bank, 
3,392; Mechanics’, 11,237; Hagers- 
town, 3,750; Commercial and Farmers’, 
2,500; Farmers’ and Merchants, 1,275; 
Marine, 850; Franklin, 1,425; Elkton, 
1,000 oe , , : 
Balumore and York turnpike road com- 
pany, 5/75; Baltimore and Frederick 
do. 4,815. : ;, . 5,390 00 
United States’ stocks . 44,236 12 


2,452 69 
14,389 78 


49,656 50 





$139,173 03 
EXPENDITURES. 
During the year 1816, particulars not 
Stated . : . 2 Bie 
Due on sundry accounts not paid 
Journal of accounts of the present ses- 
sion of the legislature, estimated at 35,000 00 


ing by law for the reservation from sale of such 
portion of the public lands producing the live »ak 
and red cedar timbers, as may be necessary to 
afford a sufficient supply of those timbers for pub- 
lic naval architecture; and also the measures pro- 
per for preventing waste and damage on the same, 
aid that they report by bill or otherwise. 
After referring one or two private petitions 
The senate adjourned to Monday. 
Monday, Dec. 23.—The senate was chiefly occu- 
pied in executive business. Adjourned until Friday. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, Dec. 20.—A petition was this morning 
presented by Mr. Clark, of N. Y. from the suffer- 
ers by the incursions of the enemy at Buffalo, of a 
like tenor with that of yesterday, presented by the 
sume gentleman from the Niagara frontier, which 
gave rise to some conversation, which resulted in 
a reference of both memorials, on motion of Mr. 
Webster, to a select committee, to report thereon. 

Mr. Tucker, of Va. from the committee on the 
district of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate 
the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank in Georgetown, 
in the District of Columbia; a bill to incorporate 
the Central bank of Georgetown and Washington, in 
said town of Georgetown; a bill to incorporate the 
Union Bank of Alexandria; a bill to incorporate 
the Patriotic Bank of Washington; a bill to extend 
the charters of certain banks in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and for other parposes; a bill to prevent the 
circulation of the notes of unchartered banks with- 
in the District of Columbia; all which bills were 
read, and referred to the same committee of the 
whole. 

On motion of Mr. Pickens, of N.C. the House 
having again resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Smith of Md. in the chair, on the pro- 
position to amend the constitution so as to estab- 
lish an uniform mode of election of Representatives 
and electors.— 

The debate continued until past three o’clock, 
when the amendments offered to the original pro- 
position having been rejected, the question was tak- 
en on the second and last member of the proposi- 
tion in the following words: 

“A division of the states into districts, for choos- 
ing electors of president and vice-president of the 
United States, shall take place as soon as conveni- 
ently may be, after each enumeration and apportion- 
ment of representatives shall be made, which dis- 
tricts siiall remain unaltered, untii after the suc- 
ceeding enumeration and apportionment of repre- 
sentatives.” 

And decided as follows; 
For the clause 87 
Against it Si 

There being a sufficient majority to carry the 
question in committee of the whole, but not suffi- 
cig@nt to sanction the proposition eventually, the con- 
sent of two thirds of both houses being necessary, 

The committee rose and reported the resolution 
to the house. 

Mr. Pickering of Mass. proposed further amend- 
ments; when 

The wholg subject was laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house the annual re- 
port of the secretary of the treasury. 

And the house adjourned to Monday 

wonduy Dec. 23.—Mr. Hugh Nelson of Va. from 





CONGRESS. 
| SENATE. 
_ Friday, Dec. 20.—Mr. Morrew, submitted the fol- 
Zowing motion, which lies on the table. 


the committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill to 
provide for the publication of the decisions of the 
Supreme court of the United States. (To pay a 
salary to the reporter appointed by the court, pro- 


Kesafved, That the committee on public lands be| vided the decisions of the court should be pub- 


requested to enquire inte the expediency of provid.lished within six months after adjournment of the 
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court, and a certain number of copies thereof 
delivered to the office of state.) The bill was com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Nelson from the same committee, reported 
the following bill: A it 

A bill authorizing the appointment of circuit 

judges, and for other purposes. 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 





sembled, That from and after the ———day of 
next, the chief justice and associate justices of the 
Supreme court of the United States shall cease to 
be judges of the circuit courts of the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be rt further enucted, That from and 
after the day of: next, in lieu of the term 
now established by law, the Supreme court of the 
United States shall be holden at the seat of govern- 
ment on the first Monday of December in every year. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in lieu of 
the present circuit courts, there shall be appointed 
and commissioned by the president of the United 
States, according to law, for each circuit of the 
United States, a judge, to be called a circuit judge, 
who shall, together with the district judge, hold 
the circuit courts in the respective districts with- 
in his circuit, and who shall have and possess all 
the rights, powers and authority, and perform the 











duties which by law now devolve upon or may be 
executed by the justices of the Supreme courts as | 
judges of the circuit courts within their respective 
circuits. And each of the said circuit judges shall 
receive, aS an annual salary or compensation for his 
services during his continuance in office, the sum 
of dollars, payable quarter-yearly at the 
treasury of the United States. 

Vhe bill was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Calhoun of S. C. from the committee to 
whom the subject was referred, reported the fol- 
lowing bill: 

A bill to set apart and pledge, asa permanent fund 
for internet improvements, the bonus of the Na- 
tional bank, and the United States share of its 
dividends. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
dives of the United States of America in congress 
assembled, That the United States share of the 
dividends of the National bank and the bonus for 
its charter be and the same are hereby set apart 
and permanently pledged as a fund for constructing 
roads and canals; and that it be subject to such 
specific appropriations, in that respect, as congress 





territorial government in the eastern part of the 
Mississippi territory; which bills were twice read 
and committed. 

Mr. Forsyth of Geo. from the committee on foreign 
relations, reported the following bill: 


An act concerning the navigation of the United 
States. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of’ America, in congress as- 
sembled, That after the day of——no goods, 
wares or merchandize shall be imported into the 
United States from any foreign port or place, except 
in vessels of the United States, or in such foreign 
vessels as truly and wholly belong to the citizens or 
subjects of that country of which the goods are the 
growth, production or manufacture; or from which 
such goods, wares or merchandize can only be, or 
most usual are, first shipped for transportation:— 
Provided nevertheless, that this act shall not extend 
to the vessels of any foreign nation which has not 
adopted, and which shall not adopt a similar regu- 
lation of commerce. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That all goods,. 
wares or merchandize, imported into the United 





States, contrary to the true intent and meaning of 


this act, and the ship or vessel wherein the same 
shall be imported, together with her cargo, tackle, 
apparel and furniture, shall be forfeited to the United 
States; and such goods, wares or merchandize, ship 
or vessel, and cargo shall be liable to be seized, pro- 
secuted and condemned, in like manner, and under 
the same regulations, restrictions and provisions, as 
have been heretofore established for the recovery, 
collection, distribution and remission of forfeitures 
to the United States, by the several revenue laws. 

Mr. Forsyth, from the same committee, also re- 
ported a bill supplementary to the act regulating 
the duties on imports and tonnage. 

These two bills were twice read and referred to 
a committee of the whole. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, transmitting the report, required by 
a resolution of the house, ofthe proceedings of the 
commissioner of claims, appointed under the act 


‘passed at the last session, authorising payment for 


property lost, captured or destroyed whilst in the 
military service of the United States, accompanied 
by a large trunk full of documents relating thereto. 
The message and documents were referred to the 
committee appointed to enquire into this subject. 
Some rather desultory debate took place on a 





may hereafter make. 
Sec. 2. .dud be it further enacted, That the said 


motion of Mr. Johnson, of Ky. to have the report 





fund be put under tie care of the secretary of the 
treasury for the time being; and that it shali be his 
duty, unless otherwise directed, to vest the said 


dividends, if not specifically appropriated by con-| 


gress, in the stock of the United States: which 
stock shall accrue to, and is hereby constituted a 
part of, said fund for constructing of roads and 
canals. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall also 
be the duty of the said secretary, unless otherwise 
directed, to vest the bonus for the charter of the 
said bank, as it may tall due, in the stock of the 
United States; and also to lay before congress, at 
their annual session, the condition of the suid fund. 

The bill was twice read and committed. 

Mi. Lattimore of Mississippi, reported a bill to 
enable the people of the western part of the Mis- 
sissippi territory to form a constitution and state 
government, and for the admission of the same in- 


do‘the Union, and also a bill to establish a separatc! formed by the agent for vaccination, such. as, fur;, 








printed for the use of the house; which was object- 
ed to by some as being wholly unnecessary; and by 
others advocated not only as being necessary, but as 
‘being almost a matter of course. The debate u!ti- 
mated in a decision in favor of printing the report. 

Mr. Taul, of Ken. then moved to discharge the 
committee of investigation into this subject, from 
its further consideration, with a view to bring the 
subject generally before the house; which motion 
Was negatived. 

Mr. Iilde, of Geo. moved to take up the bill for 
the establishment of a national university; and Mr. 
Johuson, of Ky. called up one of the bills reported by 
the miittary committee.—Loth motions were nega- 
lived. 

‘The house then, on motion of Mr. Condit, of 
N. J. resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Pitkin in the chair, on the bill further to en- 
courage vaccination. 

[The bill prescribes certain duties to be per- 
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yishing matter to the army and navy, and instruc- 
tions annually to every post-office in the United 
States—and provides that the agent shall for his 
services receive a salary from the government ] 

The bill passed on without debate, until that 
part of the bill came under consideration, which 
designates the amount of the salary to be allowed 
to the agent. : 

After a variety of motions on the subject, the sa- 
lary was fixed at 1500 dollars, the committee rose, 
reported the bill to the house, and it was ordered 
to be engrossed for athird reading. Adjourned. 

[A letter from the acting secretary of war, trans- 
mitting statements shewing the application of mo- 
nies which have been transferred by order of the | 
president, &c. gives the transfer of $100,000 from 
the specific appropriation for clothing the army, to 
the Quarter-master’s department. ] 

Tuesday, Dec. 24.—Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana, 
after a very appropriate address, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Viat the committee on military affairs | 
be instructed to enquire mto the expediency of edu- | 
cating in the military school, at West Point, the | 
sons of all officers, non-commissioned officers and | 
privates, who have fallen in the late wat, fighting | 
the battles of their country. 


Mr. Tallmadge, of Con. suggested to the honor- | 
able mover the expediency of modifying the terms | 
of his motion, so as that, if more academies should | 
be created, all might stand on the same footing. 

Yo which Mr. d/toberison consented; and also, at! 
the suggestion of Mr. Harrison, of Ohio, so modi- | 
fied his motion, as to strike out the words “in the) 
late war,’’ so as to make the terms general. 

The resolve was then agreed to. 

Mr. Hurvison submitted a motion, which had for 
its object, to authorise the uppointment of a collec- 
tor at Cincinnati, to receive duties on foreign goods 
imported there, as at other poris. 

A good deal of minor business passed through 
various stages. 

Thursday, Dec. 26.—The following message was! 
received from the president of the United States, | 
which was read and referred to the committee on | 
forcign relations: | 
To the senate and house of reprasentutives of the Wnit-| 

ed States. 

tt is found that the existing laws have not the | 

efficacy necessary to prevent violations of the ob-| 

ligations of the United States, asa nation at peace 

towards tle belligerent partes, and other unlawful 

acts on the high seas, by armed vessels, equipped 
within waters of tlie United States. 

With a view to maintain more effectually the re. 
spect due to the laws, to the character, and to the| 
neutral and pacific relations of the United States, | 
1 recommend, to the consideration of congress, the! 
expediency of such further legislative provisions | 
as may be requisite for detaining vessels, actu- | 
ally equipped, or in a course of equipment, with al 
warlike force, within the jurisdiction of the United | 











Cruise of the brig Argus 
To the honorable the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United Stanes, in congress assembled. 

The petition of Thomas I. Allen, brother and 
administrator of William H. Allen, late commander 
of the United States” brig Argus, and the surviving 
officers and crew of that vessel, and heirs and re- 
presentatives of those deceased, respectfully shew- 
eth: 

That in the summer of 1815, during the late war 
with Great Britain, Willtam HI. Allen, esq. com- 
mander of the United States’ brig Argus, was 
ordered by the navy department to receive on board 
and convey to France our late minister to that coun- 
try, and afterwards to cruize on the coast of Eng- 
land and Ireland, for the purpose of intercepting 


jand destroying the commerce of the enemy in that 


quarter; that after executing the former part of the 
order, the Argus proceeded on her cfuize, and in 
the course of three weeks, on a Service of the 
greatest difficulty and danger, captured ninetecn 
British vessels in the Irish Channel, amounting 
in value, with their cargoes, io about two and a 
half millions of dollars, as will appear by the 
documents accompanying this petition; that his 
orders from the navy department, hereto annexed, 
forbade the said commander to send any of his 
prizes into port, “unless their value and qualities 
“should render it morally certain that they might 
“reach a safe and not distant port;” all those prizes, 
except two, were accordingly destroyed at sea, 
with their cargoes; and the only two which, tinder 
his orders, he deemed himself at liberty to attempt 
to save, were re-captured by the enemy: that after 
seriously injuring the commerce of the enemy ina 
those seas, the Argus was captured by a superior 
force, on the fourteenth of August, 1813; her com- 
mander, with other officers and many of her crew, 
mortally wounded, and the survivors remained a 
long time in captivity. 

Your petitioners are thus left without the com- 
pensation which they with deference presume to 
think they have deserved by their services and 
their dangers, and which can now bé obtained only 
from the legislature of their country; to it, there- 
fore, they appeal, and they respectfully trust that 
they shall not appeal in vain; and they pray that 
congress will be pleased to take the subject into 
consideration and grant to them such remuneration 
as they in their wisdom shall think just and equita- 
ble. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, 

THOS. I. ALLEN, Administrator 
of Wm. H. Allen, late commander of the United 
States’ brig Argus; and in behalf cf the survive 
ang oficers and crew of that vessel and ti 
heirs and representatives ef those deceuseds 
December 7th 1816. 





Finances of Georgia. 
It appears by the abstract of the treasury, as stit- 





































































States; or, as the case may be, for obtaining from | mitted to the legislature, that on the 31st of Oct. 
the owners or commanders of such vessels,adequate | last there remained in the treasury in cash, $65,555 
Security against the abuse of their armaments, with /—in good bonds, exclusive of those set neue te 
the exceptions in such provisions proper for the | the redemption of the publie debt, %152,539—and 
eases of merchant vessels furnished wiih the defen-}in the Uniied States treasury notes, $7,900 —beiire 
sive armaments usual on distant and dangerous ex | in all $226,305. In addition to this sui, the state 
peditions; and of a private commerce in miiitury ; olds bank stock, on which 202,0cU have been paid 
stores, permitted by our laws, and which the law |—and there is due to Georgia from the national om 
of nations does not require the United States to’ vernment for western territory, $936,558, a third 


prohibit. of which is ready for paymeni—amounting in the 
| JAMES MAISON. | whole to $1,564,863, ‘There is yet owing on the 
December 26, 1816: bank shares owned by the state, $550,000 (of which 
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$258,000 must be immediately paid)—and of the 
money in the treasury $64,000 were received for 
bonds to redeem the public debt, which of course 
cannot be again appropriated—making $614,000, 
soon to be expended, and leaving seven hundred and 
Jifty thousand eight hundred and sixty-three dollars, to 
be applied to such public uses as the legislature 
may hereafter think proper. Geo. Journal. 








Maryland. A. C. Hanson, esq. has been elected 
a senator of the U.S. vice Mr. Harper, resigned.— 
‘The votes were, for Mr. Hanson 46; for gen. Win- 
der 39. Gen Winder has been elected a member 
of the senate of Maryland, in the place of col. How- 
ard, resigned. 

A committee of the house of delegates have made 
a report concluding with a resolution, that the se- 
nators and representatives for this state in the con- 
gress of the United States, be requested to use 
their exertions to procure the passage of a law to 
prevent or limit the exportation of grain. ; 

LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA. A proposition 
has been introduced by Mr. Leib, to call a conven- 
tion to modify the constitution so as to divest the 
governor of the sole power of appointing officers, 
&e. 

The following important resolution is before the 
legislature of Pennsylvania: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, That our se- 
nators in congress be instructed, and our represen- 
tatives requested, to use their utmost endeavors to 
have the constitution of the United States so 
amended, asthat the citizens of the United States, 
shall have the right, themselves, to elect the pre- 
sident and vice-president of the United States. 

‘Lhe following is the result of the late election in 
Massachusetts for members of congress—elected, 
Messrs. Lloyd, *Ruggles, *Strong, * Adams, * Mills, 
Allen, Witman,Orr and Wilson, federalists— Messrs. 
Silsby, Morton, Shaw, Holmes and * Parris, republi- 
eans.—In five districts no choice has been made. 
‘Those marked with a star are of the present con- 
gress. 7 

A very splendid entertainment, and in ample form, 
has been given at Richmond, by the members of the 
legislature and the citizens, to major-general Scott, 
and captain Warrington, of the navy, to which also 
eolonel Preston, governor of the state, was an in- 
vited guest. Ata time when we are less pressed for | 
room, we shall feel much pleasure in recording this 
mark of respect to men so distinguished in the ser- 
vice of their country. 

Mr. J. J. Crittenden is appointed a senator of the 
United States from Kentucky, after the 4th of March 
next, vice Mr. D. Hardin, whose time then expires. 
The votes were—for Mr. Crittenden, 72; general 
Adair, 47. 

General Ve/lere has been declared by the legisla- 
ture of Louisiana to be their next governor, by a 
majority of 45 to 3 voies, over judge Lewis. 

Marshal Savary is expected to arrive at Philadel- 
phia from Smyrna, in the brig Only Son.  Lalle- 
mand is said to have embark@l for England to se- 
cure some property there, after which he also 
would come to the United States. 

Another fellow, in Philadelphia, by the use of 
siuff, on pretence of purchasing 3 cents worth of 
tobacco, robbed a woman of about eight dollars, in 
the act of giving him change. ‘The chap that so 
served a young woman a few days ago, has been 


} settlement. 


A duel was lately fought between two foolislt 
young men in New Jersey—one of them was killed 
on the spot. The affair is properly called a murder: 
This is as it should be; if the practice were always 
spoken of as it really deserves, occurrences of it 
would be less frequent. 

Naval_—We learn that it was capt. Downes of the 
navy, and not captain Gordon, who lately died in the 
Mediterranean.—Lieutenant Kuhn, of the marines, 
has been killed in a duel with some foreign officer. 

A couple of vessels at our navy-yard, the Boxer 
and are to be fitted out for service—and a let- 
ter from Philadelphia states, that they are shipping 
a crew for the Franklin 74. The Gazette observes, 
“It is said that the ship when manned, and ready for 
sea, will have a complement of 1100 men, who, ac- 
cording to law, must be natives of the U. States,” and 
with this crew can pay her compliments to any other 
74 that floats upon the brine. [MW Y. Col. 

Military—We hear (says a New-York paper) 
that gen. Bernanp, of the engineer corps, has ar- 
rived at Plattsburg, to inspect our frontier lines for 
the purpose of selecting the most suitable place to 
commence fortifications. 

French colony.—-About twenty members of the 
new French colonial society, (says the Pittsburg 
Mercury, of the 7th inst.) who were seen here 
these few days past, embarked on Sunday morning 
last to explore a suitable tract of land, for the 
culture of the sugar, the cotton, and the vine.— 
Among them were a number of gentlemen of high 
rank and distinction, both civil and military; and 
it is with pleasure that we announce that the great- 
est friendship and harmony existed among them. 

Marshal Grouchy has purchased some lands in the 
northern part of New-York, whether it is expected 
that he and other distinguished persons will make a 
The marshal has settled in the imme- 
diate vicinity of gen. Brown—a good location! 

Winter.—On the 5th instant the north river was 
crossed by teams on the ice, at Albany. 

Scarcity of grain. A writer in the National Intel- 
ligencer suggests the propriety of using Flaxseed 
for the food of cattle in lieu of corn. 

Colonization of the free blacks. The senate of 
Virginia has agreed to the proposition of the house 
respecting this matter, inserted in our last, with 
‘an amendment which goes to suggest the coast of 
Africa, in addition to the coast of the north Pacific. 

CoLoNY OF FREE BLACKS.—/Vashington City, Dec. 
23.—The projected meeting to consider the pro- 
position for establishing a Colony of free Blacks, 
took place on Saturday last in this city, according 
to public notice. It was numerous and respectable, 
and its proceedings fraught with interest. As we 
propose to publish a report of the whole proceed- 
ings as early as practicable, we will only here state, 
that the hon. Henry Clay, having been called to the 
chair, and Thorwas Dougherty, esq. being appointed 
secretary, the business of the meeting was opened 
by an address from the chairman. Elias B. Caldwell, 
esg. in a Speech of considerable length, developed 
the views of the friends of this project, and offered 
several resolutions for appointing a committee to 
draw up and repost a Constitution for the associa- 
tion, for appointing a committee to present a me- 
morial to congress, &c.—which, after some re- 
marks from the hon. John Randolph and hon. Ro- 
bert Wright, were unanimously adopted. It is 
scarcely necessary to add, that all connection of 
this proposition with the emancipation of slaves, 
present or future, is explicitly disclaimed. No 





vested rights of any party are proposed ta be ip the 





caught and sent to the penetentiarv, for three years. 


lcast affected by it, unless beneficially. 

















